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Dear Secretary Haaland, Secretary Vilsack, and Administrator Criswell,

We write to you today requesting information about the jointly established Wildland Fire
Mitigation and Management Commission (“Commission”), which was authorized by the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (“Act™).

The National Interagency Coordination Center reported that nearly 59,000 wildfires took place in
the US in 2021, burning over 7 million acres.! The year before, 10 million acres burned. Decades
of failed forest management policies have left forested communities at extreme risk from
uncontrollable wildfires. Property, businesses, crops, livestock, and human lives have been lost
as a direct result of these disastrous policies, and the danger will only grow if the Administration
does not act immediately. It is imperative that the Commission fulfill its objective to “[combat]
the nation’s wildfire crisis and [improve] resilience in America’s landscapes.™

Given the urgency surrounding the upcoming wildfire season and the imminent threat that
wildfires pose to communities in our districts, we are concerned by the fact that your agencies
have missed the deadlines, as specified by law, to establish the Commission. The Act stipulated
that all members of the Commission must be appointed within 60 days of enactment, and a
meeting must take place within the 30 days following. The 60-day deadline has passed, and the
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agencies have given no indication that there is a plan to complete the appointment process in a
timely fashion.

As Members representing districts that are in danger from wildfires, we ask that you respond to
the following questions:

1.

10.

Have any appointees for the Commission been selected? With the deadline having
already passed, what is your current timeline for selecting members?

Do the Secretaries need to agree on all members appointed to the Commission?
Will the United States Fire Administration be represented on the Commission?

Will the Commission appoint members with specific, extensive experience in each of the
following areas:
a. Forest management
b. Aerial wildland firefighting, i.e., Air Tactical Supervisor and/or Air Tactical
Group Supervisor
¢. Ground wildland firefighting, i.e., Incident Commander, Operations Section
Chief, Division/Group Supervisor
d. Fire program management with the DOT or USFS
¢. Fire chemicals expertise to consider recent advances in the use of long-term fire
retardants

Is the Commission subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA)? If so, what
protocols will your agencies use to facilitate Congressional oversight of the Commission?

When will the Commission present its plan to address wildfire risks prior to the summer
months, which are expected to be hot and dry in many of the highest risk areas? How will
the delays in appointing members to the Commission and holding its first meeting affect
the timeliness of the plan being developed?

How will your agencies ensure that the Commission coordinates with the Wildland Fire
Leadership Council and the White House Wildfire Resilience Interagency Working
Group to improve and expedite the administration’s response to wildfire?

What actions will the Commission take to address the disproportionate number of large
fires that start on federal land?

What actions will the Commission take to promote mechanical fuels treatment, given the
risks associated with prescribed burning alone on extremely overgrown forests?

The Federal Firefighting Agencies are at or near capacity for managing the existing
number of aircraft available under existing contracts. How will the Agencies increase



their infrastructure (aircraft managers, manager trainees, designated aircraft bases and
other infrastructure) to adequately manage additional aerial firefighting assets?

11. Will DoD be timely in supplying its inventory of surplus aviation assets to the
Commission?

We request a written response to the questions above within 30 days of receipt of this letter.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.
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